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Hans - Christian schneider
Ceo and member of the 
Ammann Group Board of directors

SALES, SERVICE, SpARE pARTS AND NEW  pRODuCTS 
ARE CLOSER TO yOU!

Dear readers,

The Ammann Group is consistently pursuing 
its expansion strategy and is investing in new 
sales and service subsidiaries as well as addi-
tional production sites. Two significant steps 
were taken during the first half of 2013: the 
founding of the strategic partnership with 
indian market leader Apollo in Ahmedabad 
and the dedication of our assembly plant 
in the Brazilian city of Gravataí. our local 
production sites, sales personnel and ser-
vice engineers put us closer to you in both 
market regions. We are also continuously 
expanding our programme in south-east Asia 
and Africa. 

The basis for this growth is provided by our 
main plants in europe. We are pushing for-
ward with significant new developments and 
improvements whilst continuously expanding 
our range of products and services – not only 
in the field of new developments but also in 
the fields of service and spare parts, as you 
can see from the poster enclosed with this 
magazine.

We were able to demonstrate our pursuit of 
the greatest possible efficiency and maximum 
productivity in our daily work with you in the 
form of various innovative developments on 
show at the Bauma 2013 in munich. We hope 
you were able to take many new “Ammann 
ideas” home with you from the Bauma!

our motto “productivity partnership for a Life-
time” is at the heart of all of our activities, 
projects and encounters with you. please let 
my employees and me know how we can 
deepen our relationship and increase your 
productivity. Despite ongoing challenging 
conditions on the world markets, we continue 
to stand resolutely by our values of independ-
ence, longevity and credibility and look for-
ward to developing our partnership with you.

Thank you for your trust and confidence. i 
hope you enjoy reading the latest edition of 
our customer magazine.

hans-Christian Schneider
Ceo and member of the Ammann Group 
Board of Directors

The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, ocTober 2013
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HEiM Kg, gERMANy: PUNCTUAL COMPLETiON OF THE LARgE-SCALE PROjECT ON THE A7 SEvEN AT
 ONE
 STROKE …

27 June 2013. The A7 near Altenstadt was punctually reopened for 
traffic. Large-scale building sites on motorways are a challenge to 

car drivers and all the more so to the construction companies. Expe-
rienced construction companies such as Heim KG know how to deal 
with the stress and which strings to pull in good time. Hence, they 
were able to adhere perfectly to the extremely tight schedule for 

resurfacing 3.5 kilometres of blacktop on the A7 motorway.

THE GREATEST  
CHALLENGE FACING 
THE A7 pROJECT WAS 
THE TIGHT SCHEDuLE. 
THE ASpHALT TOp-
pING ON THE A7 NEAR 
ALTENSTADT WAS 
REpLACED IN NExT 
TO NO TIME THANKS 
TO SEVEN AMMANN 
 ROLLERS.
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HEiM Kg, gERMANy: PUNCTUAL COMPLETiON OF THE LARgE-SCALE PROjECT ON THE A7 SEvEN AT
 ONE
 STROKE …

The A7 is Germany’s longest motorway at 
around 962 kilometres. As the country’s 
north-south axis it is also very busy. The con-
stant flow of traffic means that construc-
tion sites are basically an everyday occur-
rence on the motorway. heim KG resurfaced 
the blacktop on a northbound section near 
Altenstadt between ulm and memmingen in 
just twelve weeks. The previous asphalt lay-
ers were removed by type over a length of 
3.5 kilometres and a width of 15 metres and 
recycled. A new substructure and base layers 
were installed and compacted, followed by 
the new layers of asphalt. Work commenced 
on 22 April of this year – and the motor-

way was reopened punctually on 27 June 
2013 despite a few attempts by the weath-
er to interfere. The fact that everything went 
so smoothly was not least due to the elabo-
rate compaction strategy and the cooperation 
between heim KG, the plant hire company 
nagel mietservice Gmbh and Ammann Com-
paction Ltd.

Plant hire concept pays off
The strategy was already developed at the 
time the call to tender was raised. Two pneu-
matic tyred rollers and five tandem rollers 
from Ammann would be used to install the 
base layer and binder course. Seven Ammann 

tandem vibration rollers would then install 
the top layer. According to the concept, this 
phase-specific machine programme would 
be provided by plant hirer nagel mietservice 
and the Ammann hire pool just in time for the 
required period. This kind of short-term rental 
offers construction companies such as heim 
KG the greatest possible financial flexibility. 

heim KG is a medium-sized construction com-
pany based in ulm and presently managed by 
the fourth generation. The company specialis-
es in civil engineering, road and external plant 
construction and hydraulic pipe driving. most 
of the 150 employees can be found work-
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ing on construction sites throughout Germa-
ny on a daily basis. Dietmar nille, senior con-
struction manager at the A7 construction site, 
is one of them. he has worked for heim KG for 
more than 25 years. he is now responsible for 
the company’s entire civil engineering and road 
construction sector. projects such as resurfac-
ing the A7 are part of his daily business.

the schedule leaves no room for errors
“The greatest challenge facing the A7 project 
was the tight schedule”, says Dietmar nille in 
explaining his task. “We had to develop this 
elaborate machine strategy to ensure adher-
ence to the schedule. That is why i got our 
long-standing partners, Ammann and nagel, 
on board during the bidding phase. our com-
paction strategy gave us not only the advan-
tage of entering the bidding phase with a 
very good price-performance ratio, but it also 
gave us a time buffer.”
Just how important this time buffer was 
became apparent early on in the project, 
when the weather decided to throw a few 
spanners in the works. Continuous rainfall, 
hailstones and low temperatures impeded 
work progress at a time when the old asphalt 
topping was meant to be removed and recy-
cled and the substructure installed. The work-

ers had to have their wits about them from 
the very start. every mistake would have had 
a catastrophic impact on a schedule that was 
already extremely tight. employees on the 
construction site worked twelve-hour shifts 

from monday to Saturday, and sometimes 
even worked night shifts.

The base layer, binder course and topping 
were installed and compacted over the entire 
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Installers of bituminous courses know very well that no time should be lost once the paver has passed.

the five tandem rollers carried out their work as efficiently as if it had been choreographed.

6    on sIte
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Installing the base and binder courses with two Ammann pneumatic-tyred rollers and five Ammann tandem rollers.

length of the construction site in just twelve 
working days. This was made possible by spe-
cialised compaction machines from Ammann, 
carefully aligned with one another to work 
synchronously in each phase. Dietmar nille 
praises the smooth organisation: “up to seven 
rollers were ready and waiting on time in 
each phase. it all went like clockwork.”

Phase 1: Installation of a two-layer base 
course in six working days with two 
Ammann pneumatic-tyred rollers, three 
Ammann AV95-2ACe tandem rollers and 
two Ammann AV 85-2 tandem vibration 
rollers.

installers of bituminous courses know very 
well that no time should be lost once the 

paver has passed – the ideal asphalt tempera-
ture for compacting must be quickly utilised. 
The asphalt was installed across the entire 
road width by two pavers working in parallel. 
each paver was equipped with a TV screed 
and did not have an additional high-com-
paction screed. That is why the trailing com-
paction machines had to take care of com-
pacting the asphalt. The solution lay in a 
combination of pneumatic tyred rollers and 
tandem rollers. Two Ap 240 h hydrostat-
ic pneumatic-tyred rollers from Ammann fol-
lowing directly behind the pavers compacted 
the asphalt whilst it was still at the ideal tem-
perature. pneumatic-tyred rollers offer a large 
wheel load, whereby the elasticity of the rub-
ber tyres creates a strong kneading effect. 
This kneading process keeps the asphalt in 

shape and does not loosen or displace the 
topping. Both pneumatic-tyred rollers were 
equipped with an Ammann ACe navigator. 
This system continuously measures the tem-
perature of the asphalt as the roller cross-
es and shows the number of passes in each 
lane. The roller driver can always see the ideal 
temperature window on his display and the 
number of passes the roller has made. “We 
were able to achieve the best installation 
speed and an evenly spread deep compaction 
across the entire width with two to four pass-
es”, says Dietmar nille in praising the result.

ACe technology was decisive
The three pivot-steered Ammann AV 95 ACe 
tandem rollers following downstream were 
also equipped with an intelligent compaction 

The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, ocTober 2013 on sIte    7
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system. The ACe also continuously measures 
the increase in load-bearing capacity as the 
roller passes over the asphalt. “The decisive 
factor in favour of the Ammann technology 

was the automatically adjusting compaction 
output. The ACe system regulates ampli-
tude and frequency continuously and step-
lessly in consideration of the asphalt temper-

ature. measured values are stored in relation 
to the site so i can review them at any time”, 
says nille in explaining the technology. “We 
were able to rely on a positive final inspection 
in our favour and knew we wouldn’t face any 
time-consuming rework.”  

The 9.5 tonne AV 95 was followed by two 
Ammann AV 85 tandem rollers equipped with 
edge cutters and edge compactors. Their job 
was to form the edges around the periphery 
to create an even and level result.

Phase 2: Binder course installation in five 
working days with the same machine 
portfolio

The binder course was installed eight days 
later. The asphalt for this course and the 
base course was provided by Donau-As-
phalt-mischwerke Gmbh & Co. KG.  Like 
heim KG, this company also belongs to the 
heim Group and is based in ulm – in the 
direct vicinity of the construction site. The 
ideal asphalt temperature was therefore once 
again guaranteed for this phase. The machine 
portfolio tried and tested during phase 1 was 
again deployed with great success.

three vibratory rollers from Ammann were equipped with the ACe system. this regulates amplitude 
and frequency continuously and steplessly in consideration of the asphalt temperature.

8    on sIte
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Phase 3: top layer installation in two 
working days with seven Ammann AV 85 
and AV 95 tandem vibration rollers

The top layer was finally installed during 
phase 3. The machine concept provided for 
seven pivot-steered tandem rollers with steel 
drums: three of which were Ammann AV 95 
equipped with the ACe system that reliably 
controls the compaction output. it is impor-
tant that the surface structure remains intact 
when compacting the top layer. This was 
guaranteed by the machines’ ACe technolo-
gy as the exciter technology integrated in the 
ACe drum automatically transfers the step-
lessly generated amplitude vertically into the 
substrate. post-compaction was mastered by 
two Ammann AV 95 vibration rollers followed 
by two Ammann AV 85 equipped with chip 
spreaders. The special feature on these sin-
gle disc spreaders is that the driver can fine 
tune both the spread quantity and the spread 
width – from the width of the drum up to six 
metres – during the pass. “The spread dis-
tribution we were able to achieve was com-
pletely even – i have rarely seen anything like 
it”, says Dietmar nille in commenting on the 
result.

Long-standing partnership and 
 cooperation
The senior site manager was even more 
pleased about the punctual completion of the 
project. The stretch was reopened to traffic 
on schedule on 27 June. “The fast installation 
of the asphalt layer enabled us to make up 
some of the time we had lost during the poor 
weather period. The final acceptance inspec-
tion went very smoothly. The compaction met 
the required result specifications. The ACe sys-
tems provided us up front with valuable infor-
mation. All in all, the concept i worked out 
together with the two Ammann experts Wolf-
gang Brandl, Large machinery product man-
ager, and Willi reutter, Large machinery Sales 
manager South, worked perfectly.” 

The three partners have maintained their 
mutually beneficial cooperation for the last 
25 years. “A service such as provided by 
Ammann and nagel in this particular case 
is anything but a matter of course”, reports 
nille. “Working hand in hand like this is some-
thing special.” A number of interesting pro-
jects have been completed together over 
the past years. “one such outstanding pro-
ject was a trial stretch with noise-optimised 

asphalt on a major road near ulm”, reports 
Dietmar nille. “The elaborate machine con-
cept combined with machines made available 
at short notice led to a first-class result.”

ADHERENCE TO THE 
SpECIFIED COMpAC-
TION VALuES AND 
SuRFACE STRuC-
TuRES ARE THE DECI-
SIVE  FACTORS WHEN 
INSTALLING THE TOp 
LAyER.
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AMMANN ApOLLO INDIA pRIVATE LTD.

ENTERING THE  
iNdiAN MARKET 

The Ammann Group and the Apollo Group, the leader in India’s market 
for asphalt mixing plants and road pavers, concluded a strategic part-
nership in April 2013. The joint venture marks Ammann Group’s entry 
into the Indian market for road-building equipment and offers both 
partners an ideal starting position. 

Apollo has been successfully active on the 
indian market for a number of decades and 
has the same value system as Ammann with 
regard to customers, partners and employ-
ees. Furthermore, Apollo has developed a 
wide network of sales and servicing subsid-
iaries in india; its products will be ideal sup-
plements to the Ammann range for markets 
worldwide. Accordingly, the joint venture will 
remain responsible for the sale of the product 
range in india and the neighbouring SAArC 
countries, whilst the Ammann Group will 
market selected Apollo products around the 
globe. The partnership with Apollo will there-
fore contribute significantly to strengthen-
ing Ammann’s market position in india and 
around the world.

A sadhu  
(a good or also  

a holy man)  
in Varanasi.

Children  
and their parents 

at the book fair in 
Calcutta. Photo: 

arindambanerjee / 
 shutterstock.com

Modern  
infrastructure:  

the Hooghly Bridge  
in Calcutta.

Corporate history of Apollo
Apollo is a constant with a long tradition in 
the road construction industry and the lead-
ing provider of asphalt mixing plants and 
road pavers on the indian market. The Apol-
lo Group was founded in the federal state of 
Gujarat at the start of the 1970s. All of the 
company’s production sites are still located in 
and around Ahmedabad, the economic cen-
tre of Gujarat. 

The company expanded continuously and 
today offers a comprehensive range of 
high-quality road construction machinery. 
The equipment provided by the company ful-
fils the growing requirements of national and 
global markets. Apollo assures customer satis-

faction through high-quality products and ser-
vices, investments in modern infrastructures, 
research and development, qualified person-
nel and market expansion.

Apollo and the Patel Family
Apollo’s corporate history is closely tied to the 
patel family. Anil patel founded the company 
and expanded it over many decades. Driven by 
his pioneering spirit, the company developed 

Anil Patel 
Founder of the 
Apollo Group

Asit Patel 
Managing director

Anand Patel 
Ceo Machines

Arwind Agarwal 
CFo

dharmesh Mashru 
Ceo systems

Apollo founder Anil 
Patel with his sons 
Asit and Anand and 
the other mem-
bers of the Ammann 
Apollo India Man-
agement Board.

10    FoCUs



the Holi festival 
involves throw-
ing dyed powders 
and leaves a lot 
of traces. Photo: 
Rechitan sorin / 
 shutterstock.com

Probably the 
most famous 
structure in India: 
the taj Mahal in 
Agra.

the Hindu religion 
considers cows as 
holy and untouch-
able; they often 
wander freely 
through towns and 
villages.

Indians celebrate 
the start of spring 
with the Holi, one of 
the country’s larg-
est festivals. Photo: 
Alexandra Lande / 
 shutterstock.com

into india’s most important manufacturer of 
products for the construction industry. his fam-
ily, the management team and many well-ed-
ucated employees all make significant contri-
butions to the company’s success. Today, Anil 
patel is Vice Chairman of the Supervisory Board 
at Ammann Apollo india. his eldest son, Asit 
patel, holds the position of managing Director, 
whilst his younger son, Anand patel, is Ceo of 
the machines business division. 

V K Raghavan 
Chief executive 
 Marketing

dhruv Patel 
Business Head ‒ 
exports

the joint venture is based in the Ammann Apollo House in Ahmedabad. Ahmedabad is the fourth 

largest city in India and the economic centre of the federal state of Gujarat. Gujarat is one of India’s 

wealthiest federal states and has a gross domestic product per capita that is significantly higher than 

the national average.

FoCUs    11



the Lotus temple 
is one of the land-

marks  in 
new delhi.

Boats on the Gan-
ges, India’s sec-

ond largest river. 
Photo: saiko3p / 

 shutterstock.com

More than a mil-
lion people use 

the metro in 
new delhi every 

day. Photo: 
paul prescott / 

 shutterstock.com
Anil Patel, founder of the Apollo Group, and Hans-Christian schneider, Ceo of the Ammann Group, 

planted a tree to commemorate the founding ceremony for the joint venture.

Anil Patel, Vice Chair-
man of the Board of 
directors of Ammann 
Apollo India and found-
er and pioneer of the 
Apollo Group
“We are looking forward 

to cooperating with the Ammann Group. This 
strategic partnership is very promising. The 
cooperation between both groups of compa-
nies can create significant added value for all 
involved and boost their growth.”

Hans Christian 
 schneider, Ceo of the 
Ammann Group
“Targeted investments 
play an important role 
in the success of the 
Ammann Group and are 

part of a carefully planned strategy for the 
Group’s entry into the indian marketplace. 
We want to invest in product development 
and in innovations for the markets in india 
and around the world within the scope of the 
joint venture.”

Asit Patel, Manag-
ing director Ammann 
 Apollo India
“The foundation of the 
joint venture between 
Ammann and Apollo has 
united two corporate phi-

losophies that complement one another per-
fectly: ”productivity partnership for a Lifetime” 
(Ammann Group) and “one Source, unlimited 
possibilities” (Apollo Group). We are therefore 
well positioned to fulfil the high expectations 
of our customers.”

COMMENTS ON THE AMMANN APOLLO iNdiA jOiNT vENTURE
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the Bagmane 
tech Park for 
software technol-
ogy in Bangalore.
Photo: noppasin / 
shutterstock.com

Indian women 
on the way to 
the Pongala fes-
tival in Attukal. 
Photo: AJP / 
 shutterstock.com

Mumbai airport 
counts among 
the most mod-
ern in the world. 
Photo: M R / 
shutterstock.com

Pushkar Camel Fair 
is the largest camel 
fair in the world. 
Photo: olegd / 
shutterstock.com

one of the Ammann Apollo India production plants in Ahmedabad in the federal state of Gujarat. 

Gujarat is one of India’s most industrialised states and is home to a number of industrial segments. 

Mechanical and electrical engineering count alongside the production of textiles, chemicals and agri-

cultural produce as the most significant segments.

elmar egli, executive 
Vice President special 
Areas and Marketing at 
Ammann Group
“The joint venture with 
Apollo is an important 
step for the Ammann 

Group on the path towards becoming a 
global player in the road construction seg-
ment. it enables the Ammann Group to enter 
the indian market and has the potential for 
many new business opportunities thanks to 
the broad product range of Ammann Apol-
lo india. it also provides easier access to more 
remote regions as the new production facil-
ities are located closer to the markets of the 
Far east and Africa.”

tomáš Kopic, Inte-
gration Manager at 
Ammann Group
“The initial integration 
phase went very success-
fully and we have received 
extremely positive feed-

back from all of our customers. Customers in 
india welcome Ammann as a strong strategic 
partner who will secure Apollo’s leading posi-
tion as market leader in the long term. The 
decisive factors here are the addition of com-
paction machines to the product range and 
Ammann’s first-class asphalt mixing plants, as 
well as further developments to the existing 
pavers and plants on the basis of Ammann’s 
know-how. We would like to thank all of the 
employees who supported the integration 
process in word and deed for making us feel 
so welcome.”

devendra Jain, director 
of dilip Buildcon Limit-
ed, a leading road con-
struction company in 
India
"The joint venture with 
Ammann enables Apol-

lo to complete its product portfolio. This out-
standing partnership combines Ammann’s 
progressive technology with Apollo’s mar-
ket proximity, and we as a customer stand to 
benefit from a single source for all the prod-
ucts we need.”
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dancing looks 
back on a long 

tradition in 
 Indian culture.

Photo: reddees / 
shutterstock.com

the  golden 
 temple of 

the sikhs in 
Amritsar.

India’s pulsat-
ing cities are 

reliant on a 
well-developed 
road  network.

Krishna as a 
Hindu form of the 

divine.

Asphalt Mixing Plants:  

Batch – AnP range
Since its launch in india in 2002, the Anp 
range has achieved sales in excess of 350 
units and is now the market leader in its seg-
ment. The success of the Anp is founded on 
competitive prices, the shortest delivery times 
in the segment, reliable quality and an effec-
tive after-sales service. 

Continuous – dMP range
Dmp is the first choice for customers who 
pay more attention to the running costs of 
the product life cycle than the cost of acqui-
sition. A portfolio far exceeding 2,000 units 
serves to demonstrate the huge popularity of 
this product. Apollo was the first company to 
introduce continuous asphalt mixing plants 
to india.

Macadam plants – WMP range
Apollo was the first company to introduce 
and use macadam in india. This topping sig-
nificantly accelerates the road-building pro-
cess. even more important is the reduced 
consumption of asphalt mixes leading to sig-
nificant cost savings. Wmp models are again 
very popular among the large customers in 
india who have to keep any eye on the run-
ning costs during the product’s life cycle. 

Asphalt pavers:  

Hydrostatic with sensors – AP range  
(up to 6 m)
The pavers of the Ap range are the most suc-
cessful model in this category. Apollo revo-
lutionised the road-building industry in india 
when it introduced the range and today holds 
the greatest market share by far. The compa-
ny did, however, have to spend nearly six years 
promoting the product to customers and pub-
lic authorities before being able to include it in 
the range alongside mechanical pavers. The Ap 
products were able to defend their corner suc-
cessfully against the leading global brands in 
india thanks to targeted optimisation of qual-
ity and performance data. Locally produced 
engines and replacement parts at competitive 
prices represent further advantages.

Mechanical – WM/RM range
Apollo has followed a course of continu-
ous improvement in this segment. examples 
include the introduction of power steering 
and hydraulically extendible screeds, whilst 
the material selection for using macadam as 
a topping and for base layers with grain was 
optimised. With a portfolio in excess of 5,000 
machines and a yearly production rate of 400 
units, mechanical pavers from Apollo domi-
nate the indian market to an unsurpassable 
extent. 

Additional road-building products:
Asphalt curbers – KP range
The indian market was serviced exclusively by 
imported products before Apollo introduced 
asphalt curbers. The initial extrusion model Kp 
40 offered by Apollo achieved high sales fig-
ures in just a short period of time. A slipform 
model was introduced in 2006 in the form of 
the Kp 1200. This product achieved a posi-
tion as absolute market leader in less than 
two years.

en route to success in India – the product range
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RAISING AWARENESS

 AMMANN IN
   LATiN AMERiCA
A few years ago, news reports from Latin America could usually be 
described using keywords such as violence, corruption and pover-
ty. They have since been replaced by positive economic reports, in 
particular from resource-rich Brazil. This country is one the world’s 
up-and-coming economies and has adopted a leading role in Latin 
America. National Brazilian enterprises have arrived on the glob-
al market, and international corporations are meanwhile well-estab-
lished in Brazil. Now Ammann wants to make a name for itself in the 
region.

The latest news reports to reach the world 
from the land of the Sugar Loaf mountain 
prove the continent is making considerable 
progress. The debates relating to football’s 
Confederation Cup prove the establishment 
of democratic structures. Whilst Latin Amer-
ica is playing an ever greater role as an eco-
nomic factor, in particular as an exporter of 
oil and agricultural produce, there is still sig-
nificant social tension which those responsi-
ble are seeking to resolve through democrat-
ic means.
 
Global interest
The FiFA Confederation Cup that Brazil man-
aged to clinch was like a test for further 
mega-events: the World Youth Day 2013, the 
Football World Cup 2014 and the olympic 
Games 2016. The country is also interesting 
from an economic viewpoint. Brazil’s econ-
omy has grown virtually of its own accord 
in recent years thanks to the high demand 
for resources on the world market and good 
domestic economic activity. Today, Brazil 
counts among the world’s ten leading econ-

omies. Brazil is anticipated to overtake France 
and the united Kingdom next year to become 
the world’s fifth largest economy. its growth 
could, however, be stalled by the weak glob-
al economy and greater competition from 
cost-effective Asian corporations.

Brazil’s government intends to introduce 
investments as countermeasures. Firstly, the 
government is creating investment potential 
through low tax and interest rates, low ener-
gy prices, more subsidised loans and incen-
tives for greater local added value; secondly, 
it is working on eliminating structural prob-
lems to reduce the amount of bureaucra-
cy and corruption. Transport logistics is the 
first area of action. The high cost of logis-
tics account for 10.6% of the gross domes-
tic product – twice as much as in the uSA – 
and consume 20% of corporate turnover. Less 
than 15% of Brazil’s 1.6 million kilometres of 
road are asphalted, and mostly with low-qual-
ity asphalt. Year-long delays in the implemen-
tation of important projects and insufficient 
public investment have so far kept urgent 

Football is Brazil’s national sport. the players are considered as 
particularly talented and creative – as are the fans.

World famous: the carnival in Rio and the cocktail “Caipirinha”. 
Its name is derived from caipira, meaning “countryman”.
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Attending the official opening ceremony (f.l.t.r.): secretary of state dr Mauro Knijnik, mayor of Gravataí Marco Alba, swiss ambassador Wilhelm Meier, governor dr tarso Genro 
and Ammann Ceo Hans-Christian schneider.

Brazil is full of wonderful flora and fauna.

Less than 15% of the 1.6 million kilometres of road are asphalted.

infrastructural developments on hold and are 
considered as Brazil’s greatest weakness on 
the international market. 

The first official act of the “empresa de plane-
jamento e Logistica”, the coordinating plan-
ning committee for the strategic development 
of all transport routes, in August 2012 was to 
announce an extensive concession package 
for motorways and railways that was then 
further improved in February 2013: 11,535 
km of railway and 7,500 km of motorway will 
be awarded to private operators. The value 
of the investment in motorways alone is esti-
mated at 42 billion real (uSD 18.8 billion), of 
which more than half will flow in the first five 
years. Concessions for shipping ports and air-
ports will follow.

A large and strong domestic market, eco-
nomic and political stability, a wealth of nat-
ural resources and the recently announced 
improvements to the infrastructure are boost-
ing Brazil’s international significance and mak-
ing it a virtual must for global active enterprises 
to engage in economic activity in the country.

16    FoCUs



The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, oCToBer 2012

Attending the official opening ceremony (f.l.t.r.): secretary of state dr Mauro Knijnik, mayor of Gravataí Marco Alba, swiss ambassador Wilhelm Meier, governor dr tarso Genro 
and Ammann Ceo Hans-Christian schneider.

Global action
Acting on a global best basis sums up what 
Ammann does. We have provided many 
examples of the efforts undertaken by 
Ammann on an international basis to become 
a global player. Ammann has been active in 
Latin America for around ten years, work-
ing with local dealerships to cover virtually 
the entire region and achieving very respect-
able results – however, measuring the market 
share against the huge potential shows there 
is still room for improvement. The market is 
currently controlled by local providers.

Ammann opened its first assembly plant in 
Latin America on 4 April in the presence of 
230 high-ranking guests. The city of Gravataí, 
located in the urban centre of the metrop-
olis porto Alegre, was the chosen location. 
it lies far south in Brazil, close to the border 
with uruguay. Ammann do Brazil comprises 
600 m2 of office room and 5,000 m2 of fac-
tory space. The plant will initially assemble 
continuous asphalt maxing plants. The core 
elements – burner, drum, mixer, dust clean-
ing system and control system – stem from 

headquarters in the Swiss town of Langen-
thal, from where they are also shipped to the 
plants in Alfeld in Germany, Bussolengo in 
italy and Shanghai in China. 

The first prime 140 plant assembled here was 
delivered to the customer in may. it was taken 
into operation in rio de Janeiro at the end 
of June. Ammann developed this plant type 
specifically to meet the requirements of the 
Latin American market. it works in continuous 
mode, as do virtually all plants on the conti-
nent. its trademarks are compactness, rug-
gedness and outstanding mobility. if required, 
the plant can be equipped for processing 
reclaimed asphalt, producing low-tempera-
ture asphalt or adding external filler. Ammann 
has mastered these technologies for decades; 
they may not yet be a hot topic in the region, 
but they are definitely on the rise. A num-
ber of projects based on “green” technologies 
have already been implemented. A low-tem-
perature asphalt has proved its worth under 
extreme conditions in a bauxite mine, whilst 
steel slag was first added to asphalt eight 
years ago. Although the technical configura-

tion of the prime 140 was adapted to market 
requirements, it is still characterised by proven 
technology coupled with technical progress 
in plant technology. The result is a road quali-
ty befitting of one of the world’s most impor-
tant economies.

Capturing a continent
The Brazilian unit is responsible for market-
ing the entire Ammann product range in Latin 
America, i.e. from mexico across the entire 
Caribbean to Tierra del Fuego at the south-
ern-most tip of Argentina, in cooperation with 
local partners; it will also provide dealer care 
through its own service team. it is, however, 
estimated that one half of the activities car-
ried out by the team around managing direc-
tor Gilvan pereria will relate to Brazil. many of 
the large construction companies based here 
are active throughout Latin America and in 
Africa. All the more reason to make a name 
for oneself.
The mid-term strategy is to produce several 
dozens of asphalt mixing plants of the prime 
140 type at the plant each year. Sales of the 
other mixing plant types will of course contin-
ue, much as they did in 2011 when a station-
ary plant in Argentina, designed according to 
european standards with an output of 150t/h 
and equipped with its own asphalt storage 
silo and a cold feed device into the mixer, 
went into operation alongside a number of 
road-mobile easyBatch 90 plants. one of 
these easyBatch plants was a world-first as it 
was equipped with a reclaimed asphalt feed. 
The production of pavers and rollers in Gra-
vataí will commence in the not-too-distant 
future as they are already proving very popu-
lar, especially the rollers used for earthwork. 
They will continue to be sold through local 
dealerships. The task in hand is to train the 
dealers, sales staff and service engineers and 
provide them with the materials that will ena-
ble them to sell the technology to the cus-
tomer. 

in just 6 months Ammann has successful-
ly managed to develop a working production 
facility in a new and unfamiliar culture where 
the people have a different mentality. it will 
take more than the right products at the right 
time to help Ammann become established in 
this country. pending large-scale events will 
further strengthen the economy and improve 
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the first continuous asphalt mixing plant assembled in Gravataí has produced asphalt near Rio de Janeiro since June.

Road construction machines from Ammann are also very popular in Latin America.

the country’s image around the world. The 
country is also a little “european” in character. 
The ancestors of the Brazilians hailed main-
ly from europe, followed by immigrants from 
Africa and Asia. The Japanese introduced the 

cultivation of rice and therefore a main ingre-
dient of the national dish, Feijoada. Samba 
and the martial art of Capoeira stem from the 
slaves brought in from Africa. Brazil’s cuisine 
bears signs of portuguese and Spanish influ-

ences; take, for instance, the dried or cured 
cod known as Bacalhau for which, so the say-
ing goes, there are 365 different recipes, one 
for each day of the year. The fact that the 
fourth-largest group of immigrants came from 

18    FoCUs



Articulated tandem rollers are in particular demand and are often used for earthwork in Brazil.

Germany – there are around 2 to 5 million 
Brazilians of German descent, whilst up to 
12 million have German ancestors – is still rec-
ognisable to this day. And not only due to the 
occasional blonde-haired Brazilian. Around 

1 million people speak German as their native 
language. German Brazilians account for 
40% of the population in the federal states 
of Santa Catarina and rio Grande do Sul. The 
new Ammann plant in Gravataí in the feder-

al state of rio Grande do Sul is located in the 
German settlement area, so to speak. Another 
good reason as to why the long-term invest-
ment will pay off.
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Bauma 2013 – what a success!

see you again in 2016  

“The crowds move slowly across the huge 
exhibition site. The legendary red Ammann 
marquee is clearly visible from far away. It 
is once again the central meeting point on 
the Ammann trade show stand at this year's 
Bauma in Munich, hosting the know-how 
gained from 144 years of experience with 
machine and plant construction under its 
roof. 

The closer one gets to the Ammann trade 
show stand, the more lively the scene 
becomes. The two tall Ammann asphalt mix-
ing plants and the first machines come into 
view. The large LED screen on the new Uni-
Batch attracts the interest of many visitors. A 
journey of discovery begins. Welcome to the 
'Road of Innovation'.”

The road stretched the entire length of the 
Ammann trade show stand of 4,000 square 
metres, where visitors could see a selection of 
Ammann's latest developments and innova-
tions from every product range at first hand. 
The focus was firmly on the market launch 
of the Euro3B (Tier4) motorised compaction 
machines in the field of heavy ride-on rollers, 
the presentation of the new AFT 800 large 
paver, as well as completely new mixing plant 
concepts for high proportions of reclaimed 
asphalt or highly mobile asphalt plants. 

Much ado at the exhibition stand
“A group of visitors has gathered around the 
stand moderator – the new Rammax 1575 
trench roller is at work on the crushed stone 
surface. A South American salesman explains 

the details of the Prime 140 mobile asphalt 
mixing plant to his customers, whilst a young 
man climbs onto the seat of an ARX 90 tan-
dem roller and has a look around the cab. 
The information desk, restaurant, bar and 
conference room in the marquee are all very 
busy. The marquee is also the presentation 
point for Ammann's plant control systems. 
Visitors are transformed into mixing engi-
neers at the centre of the control room with 
a view of the mixed mineral storage silo with 
its mixer flap and weighbridge and – in the 
background – the trucks as they arrive and 
depart.

Outside the marquee things are getting 
noisy – the lightweight compaction machines 
are hard at work as visitors put them through 
their paces. Ammann's customer service is 
positioned at the end of the ‘Road of Innova-
tion’ in a Formula 1 set-up where visitors can 
gather information on the many innovations 
and application options at a number of pit 
stops. The end of the road is dominated by 
the extremely mobile EasyBatch 140 and the 
stationary UniBatch mixing plants.”

HRT – Top of Bauma
Visitors had many different opportunities to 
discover the Ammann trade show stand for 
themselves. The Universal HRT (High Recycling 
Technology) asphalt mixing plant was a par-
ticular highlight alongside the many interac-
tive displays and attractions, countless topics 
and a huge product range display. This plant 
is particularly suitable for production quan-
tities with a high proportion of reclaimed 

the Bauma 2013 in munich is history. this year's trade show has set 
a new record with 530,000 visitors from over 200 countries – espe-
cially as there were more international participants than ever before. 
ammann was able to ascertain the facts for itself and was pleased 
with the many visitors from around the world.
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asphalt and was the tallest plant at the show. 
No wonder people were queueing at the lift 
up to get to the top of the 38-metre-high 
platform. The view over the Ammann trade 
show stand and the entire exhibition site from 
the top was fantastic. The Universal HRT on 
display at the Bauma was christened there 
and then by its future owner, the Australi-
an customer Downer, and is now in service 
“down under”.  

Ammann had the pleasure of welcoming vari-
ous delegations to the stand alongside count-
less visitors from around the world. Among 
them were 40 delegates from the Indonesian 
asphalt association AABI. Indonesia was the 
partner country of the Bauma 2013.

All in all, the impressively designed Ammann 
stand at the Bauma 2013 attracted many vis-

itors, as the positive feedback received by 
Ammann goes to show. The Bauma 2013 was 
a success in every way. See you again in 2016.

Ammann specialists explain the products to the 
delegation from Indonesia, the Bauma partner 
country.
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control system as1 V4

on the road with  
giant steps 
ammann's as1 process control system is now in operation in asphalt 
and concrete mixing plants as well as in gravel and dosing plants 
since almost ten years. Various products from the as1 system range 
such as truck weighing systems, scheduling software and truck fleet 
planning round off the as1 programme. to date, more than 800 as1 
control  systems in 25 different languages have been installed in 
70 countries. 

The continuous development of the as1 sys-
tem is of particular importance to Ammann. 
We have always endeavoured to integrate 
customer ideas and needs, new regulatory 
requirements and new insights, processes and 
functions into the as1 system. Over the course 
of time, the as1 system has become a com-
prehensive control and management system 
and is currently available as Version 4.

New Version 4 – a proven system with 
many added benefits
as1 V4 builds on proven technology and is 
based on Windows 7 with an RTX real-time 
extension. Data is stored in an MS SQL data-
base. The as1 system makes it easy to operate 
complex plants ranging from a simple basic 
asphalt mixing plant to a fully equipped HRT 
recycling plant. The basic version contains an 

extensive range of statistics. The number of 
monitors provided depends on the size of the 
plant, whereby larger plants may even have 
a second operating station. Numerous new 
functional details that simplify the daily work 
of the plant operator are also of interest. Vari-
ous additional modules for greater functional-
ity and benefits are also available for different 
purposes (see selection in the box).

Retrofit – ready for mixing plants of any 
manufacturer
Technologically outdated plant control sys-
tems often no longer fulfil today's demands 
on functionality, production documentation 
or spare part availability. Ammann knows the 
requirements of its customers to replace some 
or all of their process control systems and 
offers appropriate conversion packages to 
replace. The large number of plants made by 
Ammann and other manufacturers that have 

Jarrod Gallas, plant operator at Downer in Australia, is enthusiastic about the options offered by the as1 V4.
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A mobile prime plant equipped with as1push control software.

combining the latest as1 technology with existing console technology is known as partial conversion.

interView 

… with Dante Cremasco (photo above), Ex - 
ecutive General Manager, and Jarrod Gallas 
(photo on page 23), plant operator, at Down-
er in Australia:

All of your soon to be seven Ammann 
plants are equipped with the modern as1 
control system. What do you appreciate 
most about the as1 system and how do 
you benefit from it?
Dante cremasco: “The as1 is installed in 
all of our Ammann plants and our opera-
tors are becoming more and more famil-
iar with its powerful and efficient functions. 
The first HRT plant is installed in the market 
region around Adelaide, where we can see 
significant benefits from the auxiliary Eco-
View module and the exact quality controls 
and data evaluations. The ability to prove to 
our customers that all of our many different 
asphalt products have a high level of quality 
and reproducibility is just one of the advan-
tages of combining as1 and HRT.”

Innovation in relation to clean technolo-
gy, a low level of energy consumption and 
a high proportion of reclaimed asphalt is 
one of the driving forces behind your com-
pany. Your most recently acquired plant 
is equipped with the latest as1 V4 control 
software. How does the plant control sys-
tem help you achieve these objectives? 
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been converted to date provides impressive 
evidence of the company's comprehensive 
conversion know-how. 

as1push – the little sister
The as1Push joins the range of proven as1 

software packages as a programme devel-
oped specifically for mobile plants. This fully 
automatic control system is very simple to 
use. A specially developed manual opera-
tion function allows the operator to control 
the plant manually using “Soft Push Buttons”. 
Plant calibration is supported by correspond-
ing “Wizards”. The as1Push focuses on the 
essential elements and is the ideal solution for 
mobile asphalt mixing plants.

Ammann Automation / Software Solutions

•	 More	than	four	decades	of	experience		
in	automation

•	 More	than	100	employees	worldwide
•	 Over	2,500	systems	of	different	generations	

(AS20,	AS2000,	as2000plus,	as1)	installed	
around	the	world

•	 Certified	software	competence		
(Microsoft	Gold	Partner)

•	 Well-founded	knowledge	of	retrofitting	control	
systems

•	 Competence	in	process	technology	
•	 	Efficient	hotline	and	support	organisation
•	 	Extensive	training	programme



Added value through auxiliary as1 modules

as1 EcoView provides information on the ecological mode of operation and indicates trends.

as1 peak load management helps the plant operator effectively avoid peak loads and switches consumers off automatically on the basis of data forecasts.

as1 Q-View provides detailed information on the mixing quality and helps to localise error sources and to continuously improve product quality.

as1 Excel Addin makes it easy to transfer data from the extensive as1 database for further processing. 

as1 RAD enables the generation of recipes for the variable addition of reclaimed asphalt. These recipes allow the use of a slide control to regulate the addition of reclaimed 
asphalt during production.

as1 LoadOut  loads trucks automatically. Integrated overload protection prevents trucks from being overloaded. 

as1 IMM is the ideal tool for scheduling plant maintenance work.

Downer offers comprehensive engineering and 
infrastructure management services for cus-
tomers in the fields of minerals and metals, oil 
and gas, energy, traffic, telecommunications, 
water and real estate. The company employs 
more than 20,000 people, mainly in Austral-
ia and New Zealand, but also in the Asian pacif-
ic region, South America and South Africa. 
Downer maintains 45,000 kilometres of road 
in Australia and has more than 30 asphalt mix-
ing plants.
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Dante cremasco: “The promise of subsidies 
from the government was coupled with the 
condition of proving that the innovative tech-
nologies in which we were investing would  
have a positive influence on our CO2 balance. 
The as1 with EcoView and peak load man-
agement enables us to monitor trends and 
how we are operating the plant and to avoid 
unnecessary energy consumption. Being pro-
active and consciously lowering our ener-
gy consumption underscores our endeav-
ours to keep our production costs as low as 
possible – another result of the powerful as1 

system. Previously we didn't react and do 
anything until after we had received the elec-
tricity bills.”

The systematic development of as1 V4 
is based on Ammann's own innovations 
and on feedback from customers like 
you. What do your operators think of the 
control system?
Jarrod Gallas: “I changed from a very simple 
system to the Ammann HRT plant equipped 
with as1 V4 that has countless more features 
and functions than I was used to. The as1 is 

very user-friendly and shows all of the avail-
able information on the monitor. I think the 
control system is fantastic and am looking for-
ward to discovering all of the functions and 
the information I can generate!”
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dealer and Product meeting 2013

ammann shakes  
up a quarry
it was loud. it was cold. the whole place shook. 400 visitors from the industry and 70 ammann employees 
from around the world had the opportunity to ram, roll and compact “like there was no tomorrow” at the 
ammann dealer and Product meeting in march 2013. the 140 hectare industry and theme park stöffel in 
westerwald, germany, offered the perfect ambience and sufficient space. 

The main attraction: visitors were able to try 
out the latest Ammann technology on the 
activity areas and compare it with competitor 
products. Rammers, vibratory plates, walk-be-
hind rollers, add-on compactors and trench 
rollers from Ammann and its competitors 
awaited the test-hungry audience at the pur-
pose-built canal construction site. It took only 
a few minutes for all of the running machin-
ery to “shake up the quarry”. 
The testers didn't hold back as they put the 
machines through their paces to find out 

exactly: How well does the Ammann 60 kg 
rammer with the Honda GX 100 engine start 
in comparison to a rammer with a two-stroke 
engine? Does the new and heavy, fully-hy-
draulic reversible vibratory plate APH 100-30 
with three-shaft technology run so smoothly 
that it takes just two fingers to guide it?

Big machine rodeo
There was also a purpose-built test track for 
the large machines. The engines on more 
than 20 compaction machines were started 

virtually simultaneously before heading into 
the compaction rodeo. The “I-really-want-to-
know” virus was very contagious: Does the 
pivot-steered AV 95 with its seat that slides 
right up to the edge and the window in the 
floor really offer an excellent view of the 
drum and the panorama view as promised? 
How does it compare to the view from repu-
table competitor machines? 

A new road for the stöffel
Another highlight was the installation of 

Installing asphalt in front of a large audience. Around 400 visitors were live at the scene when Ammann paved the 100 metre long access road to the “stöffel”.
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a new asphalt surface on the 100-metre-
long access road to the Stöffel – a gift from 
Ammann to the park. “Anyone can lay asphalt 
on a sunny day”, said Oliver Jasper, sales man-
ager for Germany at Ammann Verdichtung 
GmbH, commenting on the sleet. “At least 
we can prove how well it can be done with 
our machines even in the most adverse con-
ditions.” The basaltic rock for the low tem-
perature asphalt came from the area around 
the Stöffel park and was conditioned at an 
Ammann asphalt mixing plant nearby. Both 
the base layer and the asphalt top were 
installed using an Ammann AFT 500 paver. 
The asphalt steamed heavily as the light-

Kim Wiles, Wiles Equip-
ment Inc., ontario, 
 canada
“I visited the Dealer Meet-
ing to gather more infor-
mation on Ammann 
products and used the 

opportunity to assess competing machines. 
It was also a good opportunity to meet other 
dealers and to gain useful information from 
their experience with the products. I went 
home with the feeling that Ammann and its 
employees are very committed to the industry 
and us as dealers.”

stéphane Bonifacy, 
payen, France
“Taking part in the Deal-
er Meeting is very impor-
tant to us as we can 
exchange ideas and join in 
discussions. I had a good 

impression of the meeting. The atmosphere 
was good and one could feel the motivation, 
the team spirit and the will to be successful at 
every level. One of the best parts of the meet-
ing was the presentation of Ammann's goals 
and how the company intends to achieve 
them.”

Alpay Ergün, Çukurova 
Ziraat, Turkey
“We took part in the Deal-
er Meeting because we 
wanted to see the new 
Ammann models. It was 
a unique experience for 

us to test drive the models and to discov-
er our strengths in comparison to compet-
itor machines. We were very impressed by 
the new models, their cabs and equipment. 
The meeting was very well organised; our 
favourite part was were we could test drive 
the machines and compare them with each 
other.”

weight APR 35 tandem roller and the piv-
ot-steered AV 70-2K combination roller drove 
over it. The event represented a challenge 
to the machine operators not only because 
of the weather. They were able to guide the 
rollers within inches of the inquisitive crowd 
thanks to the good view of the drums.

Warming up with lectures and  discussions
The freezing weather made the opportuni-
ties to warm up and listen to expert speak-
ers most welcome. Participants learned, for 
instance, that the GPS-based intelligent com-
paction technology ACEpro makes it possi-
ble to install asphalt layers with an accuracy 

of just 8 mm. They also learned that the new 
Tier 4 engines are not only extremely environ-
mentally friendly but also silenced and robust. 
And that Ammann machines (with the excep-
tion of rammers) with a full history of service 
by a certified Ammann dealer have a warranty 
period of up to three years.

An ounce of practice is worth a pound of theory. Visitors tested the innovations from Ammann and compared them to competitor machines.

The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, ocTober 2013
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integrating ace in the Building site logistics of the future

dePloyment in research projects
one of the tasks assigned to the common research and development 
department of the ammann group is to detect technological trends 
early on and to fathom out the possibility of beneficially utilising sci-
entific principles and insights. active participation in major interna-
tional research projects can help achieve this goal. allow us to intro-
duce two of these projects. 

All of the participating construction machines at the test construction site purpose-built for the “AutoBauLog” research project in Walldorf near Thüringen were 

integrated in the logistics network under real conditions.
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Completing work on civil engineering sites 
with greater speed and efficiency through 
making better use of the machinery is an 
approach adopted time and again and also 
a very interesting area of research: it prom-
ises cost savings and quality improvement 
on every level. Hence Ammann's significant 
involvement and commitment to research 
projects of this nature.

“AutoBauLog”
Road construction and civil engineering pro-
jects are one-off events involving many differ-
ent companies and machines. The extent of 
coordination efforts is therefore decisive for 
success. The aim of the project partly financed 
by the German Federal Ministry of Econom-
ics and Technology was the development of a 
new kind of coordination between the many 
different players on the construction site. The 
approach was based on three core innova-
tions:
– Equipping construction machinery with 

software-based intelligence and sensor sys-
tems 

– Enabling construction machines to cooper-
ate with each other and to form machine 
teams

– Integration of machine-based construction 
processes in a superordinate control system

The most important result of the project was 
the software-based solution for an autono-
mously functioning construction site logistics 
system.

Ammann provided the project with two single 
drum rollers, ASC 110 equipped with  ACE-
pro and  ASC 150 with ACEforce, that were 
integrated into the logistics network togeth-
er with other machines (excavators and grad-
ers) by consortium partner TopCon. From then 
on the rollers worked as autonomous com-
ponents of a multi-agent construction site: 
they received orders to compact a part of the 
site from the control centre, carried out the 
work independently and reported the success-
ful completion of the compaction job to the 
control system. The research results were suc-
cessfully presented to a wide audience in the 
form of a practical exercise on a purpose-built 
test site in Walldorf (Thüringen, Germany). 
The core statement resulting from the “Final 
Demonstrator” as the project's conclusion is 

as follows: Today, we have the technological 
ability to network every machine on the build-
ing site. This enables us to coordinate and 
optimise the construction process in a uni-
form manner.

comprehensive dynamic compaction 
 control
The second project was carried out as accom-
panying research by the building technolo-
gy task force of the German Road and Trans-
portation Research Association (FGSV). The 
goal is to create a leaflet on comprehensive 
dynamic compaction control on asphalt (FDVK 
asphalt).

In contrast to earthwork, the time needed to 
produce a qualitatively good compaction is 
limited when installing asphalt. The asphalt 
cools down and therefore sets limits on the 
time available for achieving a reliable com-
paction quality. Thus, new approaches are in 
demand that aim primarily at creating a net-
work between all the machines involved in 
the compaction process.

The aims of the accompanying research are 
to: 
– Verify the benefits and application options 

of networked systems
– Create a basis on which to formulate reg-

ulations and information guidelines for a 
standardised assessment of major con-
struction sites

Four providers in comparison
The test building site was incorporated under 
real conditions as part of the resurfacing work 
on the B10 between Pirmasens and Münch-
weiler in Germany. The 5 km stretch was 
divided into five sections. Ammann and three 
other leading system providers in Germany 
each presented their respective systems on 
one of the 1,000-metre stretches. The entire 
construction project was accompanied by the 
University of Siegen and the German Feder-
al Highway Research Institute, BASt. These 
two institutes are responsible for evaluating 
the data. 

Ammann used four ARP 95 tandem rollers, 
naturally equipped with the ACEpro compac-
tion system, on its stretch of road. Rollers of 
this design automatically provide the mini-

mum compaction energy needed for the best 
compaction result. The process data gath-
ered during the work on site was transmitted 
to the GPS-based and comprehensively net-
worked documentation system. This system 
was developed as part of the AutoBauLog 
project and adapted to the specific require-
ments of asphalt compaction. The result is a 
flexible product that fulfils the high demands 
of asphalt road construction. 

Ammann has further strengthened its pole 
position among the leading technology pro-
viders by continuously improving current tech-
nology.

Ammann compaction Expert
The Ammann Compaction Expert or 
ACE, available as the powerful measure-
ment system ACEforce with an absolute 
stiffness measuring value for all stand-
ard vibration machines, or as a profes-
sional ACEpro measurement and con-
trol system with a unique, power-driven, 
automatic stepless adjustment of fre-
quency and amplitude, is suitable for 
both asphalt installation and earthwork. 
Both systems are equipped with a sim-
ple, integrated documentation system 
(ADS).

force pro
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Building roads in the land of liquid gold

a partnership for the future
it all starts back in september 2005 as ammann receives an oppor-
tunity to meet with abdul ali al-ajmi – a down-to-earth man of sim-
ple words with a long-term vision and a deep entrepreneurial under-
standing. abdul ali al-ajmi wants to buy an asphalt mixing plant. he 
announces that, should he find ammann convincing and a business 
relationship were to ensue, he will order another six plants over the 
next ten years. 

He needed a 240-tonne plant with the man-
datory stipulation that the actual output did 
not differ from the nominal output. Ammann 
did not disappoint him as actual output not 
only matched the nominal rating but actu-
ally exceeded it. Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi was duly 
impressed. The products and partnership 
convinced him right from the start. The foun-
dations had been laid and the initial position 

for the sale of further plants could not have 
been better. 

Whilst Ammann calculated and processed the 
additional plants and tried to estimate the 
chances of actually selling seven asphalt mix-
ing plants, it became clear that the number of 
plants required was going to increase. Instead 
of seven plants, the Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi Compa-
ny has ordered no less than ten over the past 
eight years. 

partnership across generations
From the very start, Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi always 
believed in and supported the Ammann slo-
gan “Productivity Partnership for a Lifetime” 
In his opinion, the first plant would signal the 
start of a journey that would be continued 
not only by his sons but also by his grandchil-
dren. The visionary always had his sights set 
firmly on the future and the huge opportuni-
ties it had to offer. 

Company founder Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi passed 
away in 2009. His sons, engineer Ali Abd 
Al’Ali Al-Ajmi, Owaidah Abd Al’Ali Al-Ajmi, 
engineer Mohammed Abd Ali Al-Ajmi and 
Faizal Abd Ali Al-Ajmi, continue to steer the 
company successfully on its course. Engi-
neer Ali took over the management and has 
expanded the company's position further still 

together with his brothers. Under his man-
agement, the company extended its activ-
ities from the central and eastern parts of 
the country across the entire kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. In 2009 the company complet-
ed projects valued at around two billion SR 
(Saudi riyal); this figure is now at 6 billion SR 
and goes hand in hand with a remarkable, 
above-average growth rate. As engineer Ali 
adds with pride: “Our company currently pro-
duces 14,000 tonnes of asphalt per day.”

uncompromising value preservation
The uncompromising commitment of Abdul 
Ali Al-Ajmi Co. to the completion of projects 
on schedule sets the company apart from its 
competitors in a country where delays are 
the order of the day. The company has more 
than 8,000 highly motivated employees who 
are committed to high quality and punctu-
al completion and to whom customer satis-
faction is the primary aim. The company sees 
its employees as its main asset. “Our compa-
ny always focuses on employing people with 
the right qualifications and attitude whilst 
encouraging a performance-oriented, pro-ac-
tive approach to work”, adds the managing 
director. 

Professionalism is therefore one of the main 
characteristics that the Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi 
Co. appreciates in Ammann and is one of 
the reasons why the company has to date 
ordered ten asphalt mixing plants. Engineer 
Ali explains the four main criteria as to why 
his company prefers to work with Ammann: 
“What we appreciate in Ammann is the abil-
ity to supply modern and progressive tech-
nologies that meet all of our demands and 
always live up to what was promised. Fur-
thermore, all the processes from order place-
ment to delivery and installation are smooth 
and easy.”

The Rub al-chali – also known as the 
“empty district” – is the largest sandy 
desert on Earth and covers large areas of 
southern saudi Arabia.

Impressive architecture inside and out: the prophet's Mosque in Medina is the second-most holiest mosque in 
the Islam world after the al-Haram Mosque in Mecca. photo left: AHMAD FAIZAL YAHYA / shutterstock.com

“on our road to market leadership we want to 

look upon Ammann as a partner; we presume our 

business relationship will continue for a long time 

to come.” Ali Abd Al’Ali Al-Ajmi.
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As a specialist for road construction and maintenance, the Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi company offers the construction industry an all-round service, as seen here at a 
bridge and road construction project in Riad.

Established in 1980, the Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi compa-
ny is based in Riad in the kingdom of saudi Arabia 
and currently employs more than 8,000 staff.

The Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi company

The Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi Company based in Riad in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia has developed rapidly 
from very humble beginnings in 1980 and today boasts a reputable customer base. It includes Saudi 
Aramco, one of the world's largest oil producers, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Defense, 
the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs, the Ministry of Finance, the Saudi Coast Guard, the 
Royal Commission for Jubail & Yambu and many medium-sized businesses in Saudi Arabia. The com-
pany has bid for and successfully completed projects for customers in various segments, including 
the oil and gas industry and the Ministry of Defense. It offers a comprehensive range of services to 
the construction industry, including structural and civil engineering, electrical installation and repairs. 
As specialists for road construction and maintenance, the Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi Company today offers 
the complete spectrum of services including earthwork, site preparation and land development.

Riad is saudi Arabia's capital and largest city 
and is characterised by modern infrastructure. 
photo: Fedor selivanov / shutterstock.com

The motorway between Riad and Mecca leads through 
 mountains and across deserts.

A herd of camels taking a well-earned rest 
near Riad.
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in just eight 
years, the comPa-
ny has acquired 
ten asPhalt mix-
ing Plants from 
ammann and Pro-
duces more than 
14,000 tonnes 
of asPhalt Per 
day. this is Plant 
numBer 10: a 
justBlack with 
a caPacity of 
240 t/h, installed 
in feBruary 2013.

Reliability as a basis
The production team complements these 
statements by emphasising the significance of 
preventive maintenance as it results in fewer 
production stoppages and lower maintenance 
costs. The reliable supply of replacement parts 
and the quick reactions of Ammann's local 
representative have helped Abdul Ali Al-Ajmi 
Co. satisfy the market's ever-growing demand 
for asphalt.

And, just like their father, the Al-Ajmi broth-
ers are visionaries looking to the future. They 
want their company to become the lead-
ing construction group in the region by using 
every opportunity and delivering high quali-
ty. The journey is therefore far from over and 
Ammann hopes to continue contributing 
towards its success. Ali Abd Al’Ali Al-Ajmi is 
convinced it will and adds optimistically: “On 
our road to market leadership we want to 
look upon Ammann as a partner; we presume 
our business relationship will continue for a 
long time to come.”

The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, ocTober 2013
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switzerland

new standards in the reutilisation of 
reclaimed material

catram road construction materials
Catram AG was founded in Chur in 1966. 
The company's purpose is the production of 
asphalt and other construction materials for 
road building, structural engineering and civil 
engineering, and the operation of the corre-
sponding plant.

The new contiMix acquired by catram AG has a very literal mountain of (recycling) work ahead of it.

Catram AG is setting new standards in the 
ecological and economical reutilisation of 
reclaimed asphalt with the construction of 
the new ContiMix asphalt mixing plant in 
Untervaz. It has successfully produced up to 
120,000 tonnes of quality asphalt a year since 
2003 with a Universal 300 asphalt mixing 
plant. Catram AG decided in favour of a Con-
tiMix equipped with an RAH100 % drum to 
enable the production of AC F material with a 
large proportion of reclaimed asphalt. 
Every year, around 60,000 to 70,000 tonnes 

of reclaimed asphalt, of which only 50,000 
tonnes are recycled, are added to the existing 
large stockpile. In future, however, it will be 
possible to recycle up to 100% of reclaimed 
asphalt without any additives thanks to new 
technologies. The recycled material is used for 
the hot mix foundation layer (AC F) installed 
beneath the bituminous layers. Although the 
new plant will mainly produce AC F material, 
it will also support the production of base and 
binder courses at peak times.

First contiMix in switzerland
Scope of delivery: ContiMix with RAH100 %
Place: Untervaz, canton of Graubünden, 
 Switzerland
Schedule: Delivery ex-works on 6 May 2013, 
commissioning end of August 2013
Specification:
– Dryer drum: T2070
– Counterflow drum: RT 2790/140 
– Fuels: gas and fuel oil EL
–  Filter: AFA 77  Ammatex S filter bags
–  Mixer: Amix 2, effective volume 4 t, mixer 

output 80–220 t/h
–  Mixed mineral storage silo: 175 t, 2 silos 

(each 75 t) and 1 direct loader (25 t), 
– Control system: as1
–  Feed system for liquid additives (e.g. rejuve-

nation agents)

“Recycling reclaimed asphalt 
is very expedient and pre-
serves our valuable quarry 
resources. Hence our decision 
to acquire a ContiMix with 
an RAH100 % drum.”  Rico 
Bargetzi, managing director, 
Catram AG.
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romania

mem imPex has new headquarters
The grand opening of the new business 
and service premises of MEM Impex SRL 
took place in April in Bucharest, the capi-
tal of Romania. The company founded by 
Dan Barbulescu had been a partner of Stav-
ostroj Company since 1998. This partnership 
continued successfully when Stavostroj was 
acquired by Ammann in 2005. The fifteenth 
anniversary celebrations occurred at the same 
time as the company's new headquarters 
were inaugurated. MEM Impex SRL represents 
a number of brands, of which Ammann and 
its products account for the lion's share. In 
addition to classic sales and service activities, 
the company also operates a plant hire ser-
vice with 20 Rammax trench rollers. This initi-
ative has given the company greater stability 
in view of the crisis in Romania's construc-
tion industry. More than 150 customers from 
across Romania taking part in the two-day 
opening ceremony were able to see the pro-
fessionalism and commitment of the team at 
MEM Impex SRL for themselves.

Modern infrastructure and lots of room
The modern, two-storey building offers office 
space and conference rooms. A generously 
dimensioned workshop for service and repair 
and containing a modern spare parts ware-
house is adjoined to the administrative build-
ing. The site offers more than 10,000 m2 of 
space for new and used machines as well as 
an area for testing and presenting machines 
to potential customers. Marketing and sales 
managers Alexander Greschner, Roman Lieb-
ich and Vlasta Medek took part on behalf of 
Ammann, expressing the company's thanks 
for the successful partnership and its best 
wishes for the coming years to Mr Barbulescu.

The company's generously designed external grounds serves as both a storage facility and as a test 
 circuit for customers.

The inauguration of the company's new offices was celebrated at the same time as the fifteenth 
 anniversary of the cooperation between MEM Impex sRL and the Ammann Group.

The AmmAnn Group mAGAzine, ocTober 2013
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turkey 

komatek: cukurova Ziraat imPressiVe-
ly strengthen market leadership

Ammann is one of the leading providers on 
the Turkish marketplace with its entire range 
of rollers in every category. More than 30,000 
visitors used the opportunity to view the com-
prehensive Ammann programme. The main 
attractions were the new ARX range of tan-
dem rollers, the ASC 110 single drum rollers 

and the heavy AV 120 X tandem roller that is 
so successful on the Turkish market. Numer-
ous business deals and contracts concluded 
during the exhibition were also very pleasing.
The significance of the Turkish market to 
Ammann is emphasised not only by the size 
of the exhibition stand but also by the par-

the komatek trade show for construction machinery and technology 
took place in ankara from 29 may to 2 june 2013. our long-standing 
partner cukurova Ziraat organised an impressive presentation of the 
ammann range of compaction machines. 

cukurova Ziraat presented Ammann's broad range of compactors at the Komatek.

successful in the Turkish marketplace: AV 120 x

The AV 120 X asphalt roller is a new addition to the family of articulated tandem rollers made 
by Ammann. Equipped with 1880 mm wide drums, the AV 120 X is ideal for carrying out 
highly efficient compaction work on asphalt mixes and binder courses. Its large installation 
width and high static linear load produce top surfaces with outstanding properties.
The machine operator can achieve outstanding results thanks to an unobstructed view of the 
roller, a sliding/rotating driver's cab and the simple operation of all control functions. A drive 
system with two hydraulic pump systems delivers excellent driving and rolling properties.

ticipation of Christian Stryffeler, Executive 
Vice President Machines, and, in particular, 
Ammann's CEO Hans-Christian Schneider. 
Cukurova Ziraat once again underscored its 
position as market leader in the compaction 
machine segment with a perfect presentation.
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worldwide 

amdurit®  
wear Protection Pays off

Its possible applications are virtually limitless 
thanks to different material thicknesses, mate-
rial qualities and the option to use original 
parts for asphalt or concrete mixing plants or 
gravel plants. A range of fastening methods 
(e.g. welding, clamping and bolting) make it 
easy to replace the original part with Amdurit 
wear protection.

preferred areas of use
•	 Drum	inserts	and	drum	discharge
•	 Transition	from	hot	elevator	to	screen
•	 Hot	elevator	infeed	and	discharge
•	 Bypass	flap	and	partition	walls	of	the	hot	

aggregate silo
•	 Discharge	units	in	hot	aggregate	silos

amdurit is wear protection made by ammann with a much longer life-
time in comparison to wear-proof steel. our experience shows that 
amdurit significantly lowers operating costs. a longer lifetime also 
reduces the amount of costly assembly and dismantling work. 

•	 Pre-dosing
•	 Crude	gas	channel

preferred areas of use for adding 
reclaimed asphalt
•	 Infeed	and	discharge	on	the	RA	elevator
•	 Drum	pipe	infeed,	cone	and	scales	in	the	

drum pipe
•	 Intermediate	container	and	chute	in	the	

mixer
•	 RA	feed	bin,	screw	and	screw	trough

100 %

200 %

300 %

400 %

500 %

600 %

steel
St 52-3

wear-resistant 
steel

Amdurit

Durability and price comparison 

Durability 

Material cost

Your benefit: cost saving 

You can find more information on 
Amdurit and its areas of use on the 
enclosed poster.

“It is worthwhile applying 
Amdurit to the plant com-
ponents that are subject to 
the most wear and tear.” 
Beat Weber, Customer Ser-
vice, Ammann Switzerland 
Ltd.
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Bauma 2013 – rammer Plate competition

speed  
is all that counts  

The Formula 1 simulator painted in Ammann's 
machine colours provided the adrenaline kick 
needed to attract the crowds. The rammer 
plate competition then offered a chance of 
some real action.

The aim was to change the plate on an 
Ammann ACR 68 rammer in the shortest pos-
sible time. Ammann used the competition to 
demonstrate that a plate change really can be 
achieved in less than five minutes thanks to 
good accessibility and the exchange system 
developed specifically for the task. 

A plate for every application
Users can adapt both the plates and the plate 
height to suit their requirements. They can 
choose from three height settings and seven 
different plates, depending on the type of 
construction site. The possibilities are virtually 
unlimited thanks to the fast plate exchange.

Many trade show visitors took up the chal-
lenge, some of who even trained a while on 
the test rammer in an attempt to improve on 

reaction time and therefore speed are what count first and foremost 
in customer service. hence the impressive appearance of the plant and 
machinery customer service division in a formula 1 look at the Bauma. 
Visitors also had the opportunity to put their own speed to the test.

their initial result. In the end, however, only 
the best time from the initial attempt was 
recorded in the ranking. After all, changing a 
plate on site needs to be done fast right from 
the start and without intensive training. 

The ten fastest trade show visitors

 1 Lukas Recher Switzerland 2.48 min 
 2 Michael Schmidt Germany 3.01 min
 3 Andreas Bazlen Germany 3.07 min 
 4 Urs Zimmerli Switzerland 3.12 min
 5 Karl Mühlbauer Germany 3.13 min
 6 Andreas Schreiner Germany 3.15 min
 7 Antonio Donato Switzerland 3.16 min
 8 Martin Trinbor Germany 3.19 min
 9 Gert Leuhin Switzerland 3.19 min
10 Peter Ballantgre Australia 3.23 min

The Formula 1 simulator was clearly a 
crowd-puller at the trade fair.
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Productivity Partnership for a lifetime : impressions from the ammann world

> The serbian city of Novi sad hosted the 80th edition of the coun-
try's largest exhibition of construction and agricultural machinery 
attended by 30,000 visitors. Ammann was represented by Ns union 
from Novi sad, the new sales and distribution partner for serbia.

> The cTT took place in Moscow from 4–8 June, shortly after the trade show in serbia. The trade show 
stand was organised by Ammann Russia and was well received by visitors. A targeted selection from 
the Ammann product range once again set the company apart from its competitors.

trade fair schedule

30.09 – 05.10.2013 IFp International Fair plovdiv, plovdiv, Bulgaria 

08 – 10.10.2013 Dortransexpo, Kazan, Russia

14 – 17.10.2013 Road, Moscow, Russia

15 – 18.10.2013 BIcEs 2013 - 12th Beijing International construction Machinery Exhibition & seminar,  

 Beijing, china 

22 – 23.10.2013 IQM conex, putrajaya, Malaysia 

23 – 26.10.2013 BakuBuild, Baku, Azerbaijan

23 – 27.10.2013 sAso, split, croatia

12 – 14.11.2013 Autodorexpo 2013, Kiev, ukraine

04 – 08.11.2013 BATIMAT, paris, France

06 – 09.11.2013 philconstruct, Manila, philippines 

12 – 14.11.2013 uZcoMAK, Taschkent, uzbekistan 

20 – 24.11.2013 ExcoN, Bangalore, India

26 – 28.11.2013 MynBuild Yangon Myanmar, Rangun, Myanmar
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